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Interview Summary 



Application No. 

09/973,529 
Examiner 



Applicaht(s) 

THOMANN ETAL 




All participants (applicant, applipant's representative, PTO personnel); 

(3) Abe Hershkovitz 45.294 

(4) Mandi Milbank 50^85."^ 



(1) Examiners d, McElhemTand V. Tavlor 

(2) Charles E. Smith 32^085. and Gene W. Lee 55 36Q 



Date of Interview: 20 May 2004 . 

Type: a)^ Telephonic b)IEI Video Conference 
€)□ Personal [copy given to; 1)0 applicant 

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)n Yes 
If Yes, brief description: . 

Clainn(s) discussed: 1-22. 



2)IaI applicant's representative] 



e)|^ No. 



Identification of prior art discussed: US6.206. 108 and US 6.021377 and US 5 678 ^843 
Agreement with respect to the claims f)^ was reached. g)KI was not reached, h)^ N/A. 

:^Substance oMnterview including description of the genera! nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was 
reached, or any other comments: See Continuation ShRf^t ^ n an agreement was 

(A fuller description if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims 

^ Z.'S^^'''f K ^^^^^ ^^^^^ amendments that would renc^er the c a'^^^^^ 

allowable IS available, a summary thereof must be attached,) 

WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
^TERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has a^e^y Sen fi^APF^^ 1^ 
GIVEN ONE MONTH FROM THIS INTERVIEW DATE. OR THE MAILING DATE OF TH^^^^^^ 
FORM, WHICHEVER IS LATER. TO FILE A STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANC^^^^^ 
Summary of Record of Interview requirements on reverse side or on attached sheet. "^^^icvv. ^.ee 



Examiner Note; You must sign this form unless it is an 
Attachment to a signed. Office action. 




U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 



Examiner's signature, if required 



Continuation Sheet (PTOL-413) 



Application No. 09/973,529 



Continuation of Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was aqreed to if an 
agreement was reached, or any other commients: ? 
^ n,«««ilno '"terview was granted in view of the instant US application 09/973,529 and the continuing US application 
10/666,208 as requested by the applicant on 20 May 2004. This interview was granted on very short notice by the 

^'^5*^^ P^"d'"9 '"stant application 09/973,529 as a'courtesy to the applicant. Instant application US 
10/666,208 has had no prior examination at this time. The items discussed include the notice of response to the 
improper RCE of 20 November 2003 and the improper RCE in the pending application 09/973,529 in view of the proper 
continuation in the co^pending US 10/666,208 and the correct priority date. The interference with US 6 473 696 ■ 
eonceming claims 1 9 and 25 was discussed and no agreement was made pending the examination. The'priority data 
based on US 09/973,529 was discussed in, view of the corrections to the improper RCE in case 09yl973 529 to be 
addressed. The incomplete list of attomeys of record found in application 10/666,208 are to be corrected The 
statement of the relevant art in the very large IDS of application 1 0/666,208 is to be addressed The proper line of 

f.l'^nSifci^ US applications 10/318,786 and US 10/666.208 and 1 0/666,61 0 and US 10/779,885 all continuation of 

Ub 09/973,529 are to be addressed. 




Victor Taylor 
20 May 2004 
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Chief Attorney 
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FISH NEAVE 



Hershkovitz & Associates 

Patent, Trademark & Copyright Causes 

Abraham Hershkovitz 

Registered Patent Agent 

^ 1 725 I Street, N.W,, Suite 300 703-323-9330 
Washington, DC 20006 . Fax: 703-323-66 1 7 

E-mail: hershkpyitz_patents@verizon.net 



Summary of Record of Interview Requirements 

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 71 3.04, Substance of interview iVIust be IMade of Record 

iSnerroTa-n' 3^^^^^ el^^^^^^^^^ '^'^P""- -9ard ,o an application m.s, be made of record In ..e 

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1 .1 33 Interviews 

I • . . Paragraph (b) 

AiiK ■ ..I- « . . ^ 37 CFR §1.2 Business to be transacted in writina 

rdraTotVlsCne^^^^^^^^^^^^ an^ri^aS^^ K e ^ "T °'V"=T °' "-^-'^ ^""^ 

any alleged oral promise, stipula'Jion, or undTrsTallgtSon'.f^^^^^ Sr^mom o^"'' °" """" ''^ ^-«-«°" P-i-* '° 

• . . ^Ex^rniners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been disriKs^pH rt„rinn th» 
nteryiew by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedurafSl?s directed s^^^^^^^ 
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812XD1 of the Manual of Patent ExaminTngProced^ or oSino 
lutSJ'T^n 7°"^ ""^^^'^f ^"P^ Offl'^^ or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation p o^edu^ below wK the 

substance of^an nterview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary RecordTreSed 

„„ J*"^ ["^f"^'^^ Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the fife and Ifeted on the 

Con ents sec^on of the flie wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attornev'or aaenrat thr 
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the SpSTs corresDoidlnce addrp« 
either with or pnor to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examinerrs not ikelv before an alLa^^^^^ 
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the inte'rview rather than with t[!^ ne,!fof?ci Jcomm?r^catio! 

The Form provides for recordation of the following information: 

- Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number) 

- Name of applicant 

- Nartie of examiner 

- Date of Interview 

- Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal) 

- Name of participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.) 

- An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted 

- An identification of the specific prior art discussed 

- An indication^whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by 
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does 

not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary. wdumiy ib lemative ana aoes ^ 

- The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action) 

oh ^ '! ^rH^^^^ examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case It 

should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordZnTfThe iS^ 

^^^''A°T • 'f ! P;°Pe7ecordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items- 

1 ) A brief descnption of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted ppncaoie iiems. 

2) an identification of the claims discussed, ' 

3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed, 

4) an identification of the principal proposed amend^ents of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the 
Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner, a""uy uebt^noea on me 

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner 

(The Identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not 
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the^ 
dP^rrlhrthn" ' "^^^^^^^^^ 'n the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may.desire to emphasize and fu ly 
descnbe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner ) 

6) a general Indication of any other pertinent matters discussed and 

iheTxaSnJ^ '^^""^^ °' °^ """"" '''^"^^ ^^^^"^"^ Interview Summary Form completed by 

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant's record of the substance of an interview If the record is not comr^iPtP phh 
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record^ ^ 

' i 

Examiner to Check for Accuracy 

* allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter settinq forth the examiner's vprQinn of tho 

t!^^r^:^^' ""'I J ''''''' ^^^^'"^^ Should place Te^iS^^^^^ Sd on the 

paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner's initials. mierview Kecord OK on the 
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